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Off to 
university
This autumn thirteen Pestalozzi students 
and alumni will be continuing their 
education at some of the world’s top 
universities after securing highly-
coveted scholarships. 

Current Pestalozzi students have received 
conditional offers from six of the top 
American universities where they will study 
subjects ranging from International Relations 
to Biochemistry.  

Six Pestalozzi alumni who left the Village in 
2018 have also obtained places at universities 
across the world after taking a valuable gap 
year to complete projects and work 
experience back in their home countries. 

Congratulations to all of our students and 
alumni for your achievements.

Update from Sue Walton, 
Chief Executive Officer

Those of you who have been 
following our website and 
Facebook updates will already be 
aware of the excitement that has 
been building here in the Village 
as we launch the Pestalozzi-UWC 
Scholarship Programme. We 
are delighted to have agreed a 
partnership with United World 
Colleges who share our passion 
for empowerment through 
education	(page	9).	Our	first	
cohort will join Atlantic College in 
Wales this autumn. 

We were pleased to announce 
PGL Limited as the estate’s 
new owners in February (page 
10). One consequence of the 
sale	is	that	we	will	rent	office	
space locally in Hastings to 
accommodate our small team. 
(Look for more news on this in 
the next Newsletter.) Another 
is that as we no longer own a 
village we have changed our 
name	to	better	reflect	what	we	
do. The ‘Pestalozzi International 
Foundation’ will not only continue 
to provide scholarships, we will 
also give our more recent alumni 
access to a Development Fund 
to help them set up their own 
charities and social enterprises.

Of course alongside the thrill 
of launching a new programme 
there are inevitably endings 
to celebrate. One that I found 
particularly	moving	was	our	final	
International Women’s Day event 
focusing on modern day slavery. 
Pestalozzi students performed 
an extraordinary and thought-
provoking play, written by one 
of their number, Harvard-bound 
Prabidhik KC, about the sex-
trafficking	of	young	women	in	
Nepal. 

I would like to thank you, 
Pestalozzi’s supporters, 
without whom none of the 
achievements that you read 
about in this Newsletter 
would have been possible. 
Pestalozzi’s future is bright 
and I hope that you will 
remain part of it, giving 
young people like Alvin, 
Rufaro and Kazembe (page 
6) the precious gift of an 
education.

This is the last update that 
I will write as Pestalozzi’s 
CEO before I step down at 
the end of August. It has 
been a real privilege to serve 
truly inspirational young 
people and work alongside 
a remarkable and dedicated 
staff team. Thank you all 
for making my job such a 
pleasure.

Thank you 
“I will be forever 
indebted towards the 
Pestalozzi sponsors 
for the difference that 
their contribution has 
made to my life. Your 
help means the world 
to me. You are helping 
shape the world by investing in our 

education. I have learnt so much in 

the two years I’ve been here. Thank 

you for making that happen. Thank 

you for giving me friends and family 

from all around the world. Pestalozzi 

has changed my life and has been 

a crucial step towards me making a 

difference in this world.”

Mingyur Paldon, Tibet
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Nidup Dorji – 
Ashoka University 

of India

Ruramai Chivasa,
Tenzin Wangmo – 

Berea College

Aamir Sohel Ansari – 
University 
of Lincoln

Shaylynne Mckop – National 
University of Science and 
Technology in Zimbabwe

Martin Namukombo – 
University of 

Edinburgh

Lemson Mureya, 
Mingyur Paldon – 

Connecticut College

Prabidhick K.C. – 
Harvard

Nischal Poudel 
– University of 
Pennsylvania

Tenzin Jampa – 
Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology

Ruvimbo 
Taanarwo- 

Wellesley College

Kinzang Wangmo 
- University of 

Wisconsin Madison

2018 leavers



We are keen to hear from more of our Alumni. Get in touch and share your   story since leaving Pestalozzi on alumni@pestalozzi.org.uk or 01424 870444
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Early Pestalozzi Children: 
George’s Story

Senamiso Mathobela is a Pestalozzi alumna 
and was in the first group of students to study 
the IB course when the programme changed 
in 1997.  She is now making a difference both 
in her professional and personal life.

Senamiso currently works as a Power System 
Engineer at the National Grid, the electricity and 
gas transmission company.

She	recently	became	the	first	woman	control	
engineer in the National Grid Transmission Centre. 
This is an achievement she is rightly proud of and 
one she says she could not have managed without 
Pestalozzi.

As a child in Zimbabwe, Senamiso’s dreams were 
limited to an immediate and narrow world. A 
Pestalozzi scholarship opened up her horizons. She 
grew	to	believe	in	herself	and	her	self-confidence	
led her to pursue a career in engineering - her 
passion from a young age.

Senamiso left Pestalozzi to study Electrical 
Engineering at the University of Zimbabwe. After 
graduating she worked at the National Electricity 
Control Centre in Zimbabwe, and dreamed 
of operating in a larger system with bigger 
operational challenges. She read about the UK 
National Grid and when a job came up on their 
website, she applied and was successful. Now she 
aspires to leadership roles within the company.

“I am very grateful to the sponsors of Pestalozzi for 
giving me the opportunity to receive such a good 
education	-	and	for	giving	me	the	confidence	to	
go out into the world and make a difference,” said 
Senamiso.

She is an active advocate for inclusion and 
diversity in her company, working as part of a 
steering group to promote diversity at all levels. 
Outside of work she volunteers with Girl Guides. 
All this is driven by her desire to be a role model 
for young women from similar backgrounds, and to 
show them it is possible to achieve their dreams.

“Looking back I realise I could not have done 
any of this without the help of the Pestalozzi 
International Village,” explained Senamiso “and 
now it is my turn to help others in the same way.”

First IB Students: Senamiso’s Story

George O. Krmadjian was one 
of the first European children 
to arrive in the Village when it 
opened its doors in 1959. After 
completing his secondary 
education he returned to 
Germany but found he was 
drawn back to the Village 
a number of years later to 
work here. Here is George’s 
Pestalozzi story explaining 
how Pestalozzi made a 
difference in his life. 

I arrived at the Pestalozzi Village 
on the 2nd of February 1961 as 
part	of	the	first	group	of	refugee	
children from Germany. For us 
children this was like a dream 
come true and given time we 
developed into one big family. 
There were 60 children and 15 
different nationalities. We were 
lucky	to	have	highly	qualified	staff	
and wonderful house parents to 
look after us.

My brother and sister who came 
to the Village with me in 1961 left 

in 1964, but I stayed on until I’d 
finished	my	exams	at	Claverham	
Community College. From 1964 
to 66 I also went to a local drama 
school which was my real passion. 

I returned to Germany in 1966 
as my father was very ill. I met 
my wife Barbara in 1970 and 
we married in June 1971. There 
wasn’t much future in drama and 
acting so I decided to continue 
studying. After four years I 
successfully	finished	a	course	
in social studies specialising 
in working with youth and 
young adults. My experience at 
Pestalozzi gave me the motivation 
to want to give back and help 

young people, just like I’d been 
helped when I was younger. 

In the following years I worked in 
a youth detention centre, as head 
of a youth club. I’d always kept in 
touch with Pestalozzi during this 
time and decided that I’d like to 
go back and work there. In 1990 I 
was offered the position of College 
House Warden at the Pestalozzi 
Village, which I accepted, and was 
happy to move back to England 
with my family. I now had the 
opportunity to give back some of 
the experiences I had the chance 
to enjoy at the Pestalozzi Village.

I lived at the Village with my 
wife and children for a number of 
years, my children went to school 
with the Pestalozzi students and 
the cycle continued. My son, 
Kevin, like me also decided to 
return to the Pestalozzi Village to 
work and was a member of the 
estate team in 2014. 

It is clear to see that Pestalozzi 
has played a very important part 
in my life and my family’s lives 
and I’m glad that I’m part of the 
Pestalozzi family. 

George with Tibetans, Lobsang, Kalsang and Thupten
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by the beauty of optimism – 
whatever it was for. It was then 
that I realised that the shortest 
bridge between a dream and 
reality is planning.

When Mags Alexander interviewed 
me for the Pestalozzi Scholarship 
in 2014, I said I would work on 
my personal development for the 
next	five	years	and	then	I	would	
start creating opportunities for 

others alongside my 
career. It’s now been 
five	years	and	I	recently	
took a semester leave 
from my college to start 
Mero Dream, a career 
counseling agency in 
Pokhara, Nepal that 
helps students connect 
with	experts	in	their	field	
of interest. I believe 
that through Mero 
Dream, students will 
get authentic counseling 
from professionals on 
how to achieve their 
career goals which will 
help to develop the 
economy in Nepal. 

During this gap 
semester, I’ve also 
been networking 
with policy-makers 

and politicians in Nepal. I met 
with former Prime Ministers, 
played Holi with the incumbent 
cabinet of ministers and worked 
on policy-level projects at 
the Ministry of Tourism and 
Civil Aviation. It gave me a 
unique opportunity to see how 
politicians interact, debate and 
discuss various issues of national 
and international importance.

No one can predict the future. 
But that gives us the opportunity 
to envision the invisible and 
predict the unpredictable. For 
me, just knowing that if I work 
hard enough I can be whatever I 
dream to be, is fulfilling.

Pestalozzi to me was a dream 
house. I know that my story 
would have been rather 
gloomy had I not been given 
the Pestalozzi experience. I’m 
indebted forever to Pestalozzi 
and its broader community.

Bigyan and Former PM 
Madhav Kumar Nepal Holi

Bigyan and High Sheriff Michael Foster
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A Level Students: Bigyan’s Story

Alvin Mugarura – Uganda
Alvin Mugarura is 
from Uganda and 
wants to bring 
Peace to his country. 
The district that 
he lives in is the 
most insecure in 
Uganda.A few years 
ago hundreds of 
people were killed 
in a rebel raid, 
including his father. 
Even though this 
caused suffering 
and destruction 
for his family and community, it didn’t stop 
Alvin working hard at school so he can pursue 
his dream of becoming an engineer. He’s also 
interested in Business Studies so is excited to 
have the opportunity to explore this subject 
area at Atlantic College so he can broaden his 
knowledge and understanding. 

First Pestalozzi-UWC Scholars
The Pestalozzi scholarship programme is changing, and from September of this year five 
bright and ambitious students will be attending Atlantic College in Wales to undertake 
the International Baccalaureate Diploma with United World Colleges. They will be the first 
Pestalozzi-UWC scholars on the new programme. As we go to print three young people have 
been confirmed. Here is why this opportunity will change their lives. 

Rufaro Russell Gamariel – 
Zimbabwe
Rufaro Russell Gamariel is a 17 year old self-
motivated young man with a dream of making 
a meaningful contribution to the medical world. 
He’s always been fascinated by mathematics 
and has developed an interest in Biology and 
Chemistry. In the future he wants to become 
a Neurosurgeon. Here is what Rufaro has to 
say about what the Pestalozzi-UWC scholarship 
means to him:

“I look forward to starting the Pestalozzi-UWC 
scholarship. I believe such an opportunity is 
going to help me achieve my dream. With 
world class facilities and the multi-cultural 
environment at UWC Atlantic College, I really 
look forward to gaining an all-round education 
as a scientist and leader, building on what I 
have already accomplished. 

I’m very grateful 
for being chosen 
to receive the 
Pestalozzi-UWC 
Scholarship. It 
means that I don’t 
have worry about 
anything else, 
enabling me to 
concentrate on 
my studies so that 
at the end of the 
scholarship, I can 
continue my journey 
to becoming a 
Neurosurgeon with 
a solid foundation.”

Without a scholarship, Rufaro would not 
have	been	able	to	finish	high	school.	His	
achievements so far are remarkable, particularly 
given	the	difficulties	of	his	life.	Thanks	to	the	
kind generosity of Pestalozzi’s supporters Rufaro 
can now work towards his dream. 

Dechen Chokey – Tibet
Dechen is an orphan from the 
Tibetan Children’s Village Chauntra 
in Himachal Pradesh, northern India. 
She is very engaged in a range 
of extracurricular activities from 
guiding younger children with their 
academic studies and mentoring 
to cleaning the campus. Motivated 
by the lack of an effective and 
accessible healthcare system in her 
country and the loss of her father to 
cancer Dechen aspires to be an Oncologist.

“There was a day when studying at school and 
colleges like UWC were a dream, but this scholarship 
proves that despite an individual’s background and 
circumstances one thing that can never be taken from 
them is the knowledge they possess. Thank you.”

Bigyan Babu Regmi 
came to Pestalozzi in 
2014. He is now studying 
at Duke University in 
the US and is involved 
with Duke Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship, 
TEDxDuke, and Duke 
Student Government. Read 
about Bigyan’s Pestalozzi 
journey here –

When something is 
unpredictable, generally it 
brings inconvenience. For 
example, unpredictable 
weather can make people 
skeptical of outdoor plans 
and unpredictable moods 
can cause uncertainty in 
social interactions. However, 
sometimes I think it’s 
great that the future is 
unpredictable. Due to its 
unpredictability there’s fun in 
taking risks, making plans and 
working constantly towards a goal 
that nobody but you can see.

Whilst studying for my A Levels at 
Pestalozzi, I got the opportunity to 
hear others’ dreams. Seeing my 
friends from Africa to East Asia 
to Central America working on 
ambitious goals, I was captivated 

Bigyan and former Deputy 
Prime Minister Narayan Kaji 
Shrestha
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2003 
Pestalozzi 
Children’s 
Village Trust 
becomes 
Pestalozzi 
International 
Village Trust.

2016 
Claremont Sixth 
Form enrols five 
Pestalozzi students 
to study A Levels. 
The educational 
partnership is a 
success and all 
Pestalozzi scholars 
attend Claremont 
from 2017 until 
June 2019.1968 

The last of the 
Europeans leave 
the village and the 
charity begins to 
offer opportunities 
to a wider range 
of children from 
some of the 
world’s poorest 
communities.

Front gate 1958

Dr Alexander 
greeting new 
arrivals 1959

East European group  
c. 1959

1957
The 170  acre 
Oaklands 
Estate in 
Sedlescombe 
is purchased 
by the charity 
Trustees. 

1947
Pestalozzi 
Children’s 
Village Trust 
is founded 
as a charity 
by Dr Henry 
Alexander 
and Mrs Mary 
Buchanan and 
fundraising 
begins.

2012
The Ministerial 
directive to 
treat Pestalozzi 
students as 
‘British’ for 
the purposes 
of education is 
overturned by the 
EFA, increasing 
the charity’s costs 
by £200,000 per 
annum.

1959
The first 
children 
arrive in 
the village 
– some 
from 
Europe and 
some from 
the UK.

2015 
The IB ceases 
and students 
start studying 
an enhanced 
A-Level 
programme.

1963
22 Tibetan 
children 
arrive at 
the village, 
marking 
a new 
geographical 
direction for 
the charity.

     2019 
April: Pestalozzi sells the 
estate to PGL Limited to 
fund the continuation 
of the scholarship 
programme. An exciting 
new partnership is 
agreed with United World 
Colleges and the first 
students are selected to 
attend Atlantic College 
in Wales to study the 
IB Diploma.
May: Pestalozzi 
International Village Trust 
is renamed the Pestalozzi 
International Foundation 
to better reflect the 
new programme.
June: A fund is set up 
to make small grants to 
alumni wishing to start 
their own charities or 
social enterprises.

   1997
Hastings College 
of Arts and 
Technology 
works closely 
with Pestalozzi 
to introduce the 
International 
Baccalaureate 
Diploma. Pestalozzi 
begins to offer 
IB scholarships 
to high achieving 
low income 16-20 
year-olds to allow 
them to complete 
their secondary 
education in the UK. 

The Journey
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T h e r e  a r e  l o t s  o f  w a y s  y o u  c a n  r a i s e  f u n d s  f o r  P e s t a l o z z i  –  g e t  i n  t o u c h  f o r  f u n d r a i s i n g  i d e a s :  o f f i c e@ p e s t a l o z z i . o r g . u k

The Pestalozzi-
UWC Partnership

We are delighted to be able 
to share the news of our 
exciting new scholarship 
programme and partnership 
with UWC (United World 
Colleges). The Pestalozzi-
UWC Scholarship Programme 
launches this autumn when 
our first cohort of students 
will be starting a two-year 
International Baccalaureate 
Diploma course at UWC 
Atlantic College in the Vale 
of Glamorgan (Wales, UK). 

As we explored options to 
continue our programme of 
support for the 
education of high 
achieving low 
income young 
people, we asked 
our current 
students and 
alumni what the 
most important 
elements of 
their scholarship 
were. The 
overwhelming 
response was that living in an 
international community where 
difference and diversity were 
both welcome and embraced 
was crucial. We also wanted the 
new programme to encompass 
Pestalozzi’s ethos of holistic 
education for Head, Heart and 
Hands. Our new partner meets 
all of these criteria.

UWC is a global family of schools 
and colleges with a powerful 

difference. With a shared goal 
of working towards global 
peace and sustainability, they 
bring together young people 
from around the world to study 
in one of their 18 schools on 
four continents. We believe 
that UWC’s mission “to make 
education a force to unite people, 
nations and cultures for peace 
and a sustainable future” is so 
closely aligned to Pestalozzi’s 
own that our scholars will thrive 
in their multi-faith, multi-cultural 
community in the same way that 
they have here in Sedlescombe.  
UWC Atlantic College is a 
residential facility, so all new 
Pestalozzi students will live at St. 
Donat’s Castle where currently 
up to 90 different nationalities 
are represented.

“We are proud to have joined 
forces with a like-minded 
partner like the Pestalozzi 
International Foundation”, said 
Jens Waltermann, Executive 
Director at UWC International. 
“The Pestalozzi-UWC Scholarship 
Programme allows us to provide 
more deserving young students 
with access to high quality 
education and help them gain the 
skills that are needed to make 
change happen in today’s world. 

The Pestalozzi Programme evolves
We look forward to growing 
this successful partnership and 
empowering globally conscious 
leaders to celebrate diversity and 
build the bridges we so urgently 
need today.”

One of UWC’s strengths is its 
network of national committees 
based in more than 155 countries 
around the world, who promote 
the UWC movement and select 
students locally. From the outset 
UWC were keen to work with us 
to ensure that all of our selection 
criteria	could	be	met	with	final	
selection decisions made by us. 
Our initial focus will be on the 
nine countries that we currently 
select from, but UWC’s global 
network means that, funding 
permitting, we could support 

young people 
from almost any 
developing country 
in the world.

What will always 
remain a constant 
is that Pestalozzi 
scholarships 
provide students 
with an opportunity 
they would not 
otherwise receive, 

developing their potential and 
knowledge to positively impact 
the lives of many others. Your 
support ensures our programme 
is able to break the cycle of 
intergenerational poverty 
equipping these young people 
to make a real and lasting 
difference in the world.

To	find	out	more	about	UWC	visit	
their website - 
www.uwc.org

Outdoor education comes back to the 
Pestalozzi Village
There has been a great deal 
of speculation regarding the 
future of the Village and we 
are delighted to announce that 
PGL Travel Limited, the UK’s 
leading outdoor education 
provider, is the new owner. 
Selling the estate was not an 
easy decision but Pestalozzi’s 
Board of Trustees recognised 
that this was necessary to 
ensure the continuation of the 
organisation’s work with high 
achieving, low income young 
people.
Pestalozzi and PGL were 
both established in 1957 and 
have excellent track records 
of providing educational 
opportunities to young people.

We’ve spoken to 
Bruce Garrod, 
PGL’s Operations 
Manager for the 
UK, regarding 
PGL and the 
estate. 

Q: Bruce, what 
does PGL do and 
what is your role?

I am the Operations Manager 
for the UK. Since 1957 we too 
have offered children from the 
UK and overseas opportunities 
to learn and grow. We are 
delighted to have recently 
acquired the Pestalozzi site 
and know it well having 
successfully run Outdoor 
Education programmes here 
in the past. 
Q: Local parents probably know 
PGL as ‘Parents Get Lost’ but what 
does PGL actually stand for?
Named after its founder, Peter 
Gordon Lawrence, PGL are 

proud to share an aim 
with Pestalozzi village to 
develop young people. 

Q: We know it is early days 
yet but when do you think 
PGL Pestalozzi will be open 
for business? 

Our immediate focus has 
been very much on our short 
term plans and we intend 
to refurbish the existing 
accommodation blocks this 
autumn and welcome our first 
guests in spring next year. 

Q: You recently had the 
opportunity to speak at the 
Sedlescombe Parish Annual 
Assembly. How do you see PGL 
working with the local community 
in the future? Will there be any 
activities or events that local 
people can get involved in?

We intend to be part of 
the community and where 
possible we will look to use 
local suppliers and of course 
we will create a number of 
jobs to provide our guests 
with a unique learning 
experience. Our management 

team and in the 
future our centre 
staff look forward to 
getting to know all 
our neighbours in 
Sedlescombe. 

Q: Do you think PGL will want to 
take advantage of the planning 
consents that Pestalozzi had for 
new accommodation blocks on 
the site?
We will soon have a clearer 
picture of our customers’ more 
long term needs, we plan to 
ensure that the community 
are aware of these through 
meetings and a formal planning 
consultation process.

Q: It is great that PGL are keeping 
the name ‘Pestalozzi’ for the site. 
Is there any other way that you 
might be able to commemorate 
the 60 years of Pestalozzi in 
Sedlescombe?
We have decided to keep the 
highly regarded Pestalozzi 
name to recognise the impact 
that the village has had on 
generations of children and 
students. 
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Congra tu la t i ons  to  the  c l ass  o f  2019  –  fo l l ow  us  on  soc ia l  med ia  fo r  upda tes  on  the i r  j ou rney ’

Mags Alexander, Pestalozzi’s 
Student Programme Manager, 
has been working at the 
Village in Sedlescombe for 15 
years. Mags has seen many 
changes and worked with 
almost 300 students, helping 
them through their college 
education and onto university. 
Mags will be continuing her 
work with Pestalozzi when 
the new programme starts 
in September, taking her on 
the next stage of her exciting 
Pestalozzi journey. 

It only seems like yesterday that 
I moved into the picturesque 
village in Sedlescombe to take up 
my position as Care Coordinator. 
Just	over	fifteen	enjoyable,	and	
at times perplexing, years have 
sped by. During that time I have 
overseen the student programme 
for 288 students and have met 
many more alumni from across 
the decades.

As we leave the Pestalozzi site I 
will be the third longest serving 
member of staff still with the 
organisation. What has motivated 
me to stay with the charity so 
long? It has been the camaraderie 
of	my	staff	team	during	difficult	
times and having the pleasure of 
working alongside and supporting 
some of the brightest and most 
driven students I have ever met. 
I have been inspired by those 
alumni who have overcome 
their own personal challenges 
to achieve so much both 
academically and by those who 
have taken their own steps to 
‘pay it forward’ through their own 
enterprises and support people in 
their own communities and on the 
wider global platform.

The charity has faced increasing 
costs over the years, many 
that have been outside our 
control and despite our best 
efforts to minimise expenditure 

The current class of 2019 will 
be the last group of students 
to live at the Pestalozzi 
Village in Sedlescombe and 
attend Claremont Sixth Form. 
As you may have read earlier 
in the newsletter, the new 
programme will see students 
attend Atlantic College in 
Wales. Here are some final 
comments from a few of our 
‘sweet sixteen’ class of 2019. 

What has the Pestalozzi 
experience taught you? 
Bernice Ramirez - “The 
Pestalozzi experience has taught 
me to embrace change, no matter 
how hard it hits you and to always 
remember that if there’s a will 
there’s definitely a way!” 

What has been your 
Pestalozzi highlight?
Kinzang Wangmo – “It definitely 
has to be meeting people from 9 
different countries and more. It 
is just amazing to get their input 
on some of the things that are 
happening around the world on a 
daily basis which may not be in 
line with what I believe in or my 
faith. I think that’s where the real 
beauty of diversity and learning 
lies.”

How do you feel Pestalozzi 
has changed you as a person?
Prabidhik KC – “Pestalozzi has 
changed me academically, socially, 
and emotionally. It brought me 
from a small corner of the globe 
and showed me the whole world. 
It has paved the beautiful path 
in my life. Coming here, I have 
become more mature, resilient, 
and global.”

What are you going on to  
do after Pestalozzi?
Tenzin Jampa – “I hope to 
pursue theoretical physics in 
university. I wish to dedicate 
this life of mine to discover 
truths of the universe largely 
for the satisfaction of my 
own curiosity but also so our 
successors can live in a world 
more understood and less 
dangerous because the things 
we fear are the things we are 
ignorant of.”

What do you want to be doing 
in five years’ time?
Olivia Marito – “I would like 
to undertake volunteering or 
an internship that focuses on 
advancing science and technology.”

How do you want to make a 
difference in the future?
Joellyn Lumbantobing – “I want 
to go back to my country after 
gaining experience from my time 
abroad. I imagine myself helping 
Indonesia in the area of nutrition.”

and to remain sustainable, the 
difficult	decision	to	sell	the	estate	
in order to be able to continue 
to fund scholarships had to be 
taken.	This	autumn	the	first	
five	students	to	be	sponsored	
by Pestalozzi to study the IB 
Diploma at UWC Atlantic College 
will mark the start of the next 
incarnation of the scholarship 
programme. The introduction of 
the Pestalozzi Development Fund, 
which will allow more recent 
alumni to access small grants to 
set up their own charities or start 
a social enterprise, will open up 
new opportunities.

My time at Pestalozzi has been 
akin to a rollercoaster ride, 
sometimes fun and packed 
with laughter and at times 
challenging. I have experienced 
so many enjoyable moments with 
the students and with colleagues, 
some of whom have become 
dear friends. Where else would I 
receive such a unique gift from 
a graduating student as a photo 
of their colon! What I can say is 
that it has never been dull!

Sweet 16: The Class of 2019

“Thank you to all Pestalozzi 
supporters for making 
this possible. Pestalozzi 
has given me so many 
opportunities that I would 
not have been able to get in 
my home country. Special 
thanks to my host parents 
for being amazing and 
inspirational.” 
Aashish Acharya, Nepal

Thank you

Pestalozzi Staff Journey
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD
DONATE TO PESTALOZZI
Title: Given name:

Family name:

Address:

Postcode:

Telephone:

Email:

I enclose a cheque for £______ made payable to Pestalozzi 
International Foundation

I wish to give regularly and have completed the Bankers Order 
Form (below)

Please stop claiming Gift Aid on my donations as I am no longer a 
UK taxpayer
I would like to receive/continue to receive news and updates from 
Pestalozzi International Foundation         

email              post

BANKER’S ORDER
Please send to Pestalozzi, not to your bank.

Your bank:

Bank address:

Postcode:

Sort code: Account number:

Account name:

Please pay to Barclays Bank plc, 207-208 Queens Road, 
Hastings, TN34 1QP. Sort Code: 20-27-91  
For the credit of Pestalozzi International Foundation  
Account Number: 60716383

the sum of £

(please repeat in words)

Please take my gift: Once Monthly Annually

Commencing: D D M M Y Y until further 
notice

Signature:

Date:

GIFT AID DECLARATION

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate.
Gift aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current 
tax year. 
I would like Pestalozzi to reclaim gift aid on:

My donation of £ only

My donation of £
and any donations I make 
in the future or have made 
in the past 4 years

I am a UK tax payer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/
or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax year than the amount of Gift Aid 
claimed on all my donations it is my responsibility to pay any difference.
Please notify the charity if you want to cancel this declaration, change your 
name	or	home	address	or	no	longer	pay	sufficient	tax	on	your	income	and/
or Capital Gains.

Signature:

Date:

 T o  d o n a t e  o n l i n e  v i s i t  w w w . p e s t a l o z z i . o r g . u k / d o n a t e

Help support a student like 
Kinzang Wangmo today
Over the years you have been extremely generous 
in helping give the gift of an education to hundreds 
of young people from around the world.

Today, with the new Pestalozzi Scholarship and 
Development Fund, we need your help and 
support more than ever.

With your help we can continue to enable students 
like Kinzang Wangmo complete their secondary 
education.  Kinzang has been accepted to study 
at the University of Wisconsin Madison and would 

like to major in Biology. “I hope to 
one day work for the medical force 
to improve and increase health care 
access in my country, Bhutan.”

Your donation will ensure Kinzang 
and students like her receive the 
education they deserve. 

Continue to support 
Pestalozzi
• London Marathon 2020
 Pestalozzi have secured a place in the Virgin 

Money London Marathon 2020: If you would 
like the opportunity to run on behalf of 
Pestalozzi please contact Martin Colvin on 
office@pestalozzi.org.uk	or	01424	870444.	

• Events & Activities
 Over the coming year we will be part of many 

new and exciting activities and events across 
the world. If you are interested in being kept 
up to date and informed of these please contact 
Martin or sign up via the Pestalozzi website.

• Get involved
 If you want to organise events and fundraise 

for Pestalozzi’s exciting new programme 
please get in touch. We can provide you with 
leaflets	and	Newsletters	as	well	as	practical	
advice and support.

For the second year running, 
Pestalozzi took part in the Big 
Give Christmas Challenge and 
with your generous donations 
we managed to raise an 
incredible £18,915. All the 
money donated will support 
the Pestalozzi scholarship 
programme, enabling bright 
young people from some 
of the world’s poorest 
communities to complete 
their secondary education.

The Big Give’s annual Christmas 
campaign gives charities the 
opportunity to double their 
money over a 7 day period via 
match funding from institutional 
donors. 

Pestalozzi Chief Executive Sue 
Walton said: “We were delighted 
to participate in the Big Give 
again and I want to thank 
everyone who donated during the 
campaign.”  

Prabidhik KC is one of the 
students	who	has	benefited	from	
the Big Give. 

Prabidhik comes from 
Pyuthan, a hilly district of 

The Big Give Christmas Challenge raises £18,915

Nepal where he lives with his 
parents, grandfather and three 
older siblings.

Prabidhik has always had a desire 
to help others. When he was 15 
years-old	he	wrote	his	first	novel	
about	trafficked	girls.	The	profits	
he earned went to purchasing 

Pestalozzi alumnus Sonam 
Wangdi, who now studies at 
Brighton University, ran in the 
Hastings Half Marathon this year 
and managed to recruit a group 
of runners from his university 
to run with him. The group of 
six raised £463 for Pestalozzi. 
They joined current students, 
staff and volunteers in Team 
Pestalozzi	raising	a	magnificent	
total of £1644.11. Thank you 
to everyone who sponsored our 
team and to those who ran for us.

Former student Sonam Wangdi raises money for Pestalozzi

medication for his village after a 
diarrhoea epidemic. He has now 
published a second novel and 
is	hoping	to	give	the	profits	to	
those who need it back in Nepal.   

With regard to his educational 
ambitions Prabidhik said 
“Thinking of being a great 
mathematician and physicist 
was outside the boundary of 
possibility back home, but 
Pestalozzi has helped me push 
the bounds and now I think the 
dream is within my sphere of 
success. Coming here, I can 
see a big change in myself and 
how I view the world.” Others 
have noticed the change too and 
Prabidhik has just been offered 
a scholarship place at Harvard in 
the USA.

Sue Walton added: “Successes 
like Prabidhik’s would not be 
possible without the generosity 
of individual donors. We are 
tremendously grateful to 
everyone who supported us 
through the Big Give and we look 
forward to sharing our students’ 
stories with you for many years 
to come.” 
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Our mission is to produce 
globally conscious young 
leaders by supporting 
their further education 
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